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and have received traditions of their ancient fertility
to tillage, so history reckons epochs in which the
intellect of famed races became effete. So it fared
with English genius. These heights were followed
by a meanness, and a descent of the mind into lower
levels; the loss of wings; no high speculation. Locke,
to whom the meaning of ideas was unknown, became
the type of philosophy, and his " Understanding " the
measure, in all nations, of the English intellect. His
countrymen forsook the lofty sides of Parnassus, OB
which they had once walked with echoing steps, and
disused the studies once so beloved; the powers of
thought fell into neglect. The later English want
the faculty of Plato and Aristotle, of grouping men
in natural classes by an insight of general laws, so
deep, that the rule is deduced with equal precision
from few subjects or from one, as from multitudes of
lives. Shakspeare is supreme in that, as in all the
great mental energies. The Germans generalise : the
English cannot interpret the German mind. German
science comprehends the English. The absence of the
faculty in England is shown by the timidity which
accumulates mountains of facts, as a bad general wants
myriads of men and miles of redoubts, to compensate
the inspirations of courage and conduct.

The English shrink from a generalisation. " They
do not look abroad into universality, or they draw
only a bucketful at the fountain of the First Philo-
sophy for their occasion, and do not go to the spring-
head." Bacon, who said this, is almost unique among
his countrymen in that faculty, at least among the